
DCU TY Photography 
(Lighting)



Light is crucial to your photo and the 
following tips will hopefully allow you to use 
it creatively.



Amount of light.

Avoid flash and 
use natural light. 

Film near 
windows or in 
well-lit rooms.



Overexposure
Overexposure is when there is too much light leading to a washed out or white looking photograph.

To prevent overexposure you can often tap your finger on the brightest part of the frame (in the case below, it 
would be the windows) to adjust the lighting before snapping your photo.



The color of sunlight 
changes during the day. It 
tends to be blue in the 
morning, white at about 
noon, and pink just before 
sunset.

The "golden hour" just 
before sunset casts a 
particularly enchanting 
yellow glow over 
landscapes and portraits.

The colour of light



For clear photos the source of light should be shining on the subject of 
the photo from behind you, above it or at an upper diagonal angle. 

Direction of light
Light from different angles can result in very different effects.



Try using light creatively with shadows, mirrors 
or even see how it reflects through liquids. 



More sources for inspiration
https://www.androidcentral.com/guide-lighting-and-android-photography

https://www.furiouscamera.com/importance-of-light-mobile-phone-photography-starter-guide

Remember these are not RULES that have to be followed but simple guidelines that 
may help you when composing your shots

The most important rule is to have fun, try new things and see what works for you 
when you are taking photos!

https://www.androidcentral.com/guide-lighting-and-android-photography
https://www.furiouscamera.com/importance-of-light-mobile-phone-photography-starter-guide


Competition rules
Each week the best photo posted to Instagram on the chosen theme will 
win a €50 voucher for Conns Camera.

We’ll post the themes on instagram, twitter and dcu-ty.ie each Monday 
morning and you can submit until the following Monday morning.

Find us on instagram at dcuaccess or email schoolsprog@dcu.ie.

The best overall collection of four photos emailed to schoolsprog@dcu.ie 
by April 30th will win a €400 voucher for Conns Camera.

For any questions feel free to contact aidan.odriscoll@dcu.ie

mailto:schoolsprog@dcu.ie

